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THE KAMAKURA AGE OF MILITARY RULE
(1180-1392)

All sufferings that befall my fellow beings are my sufferings. NICHIREN.
New energies were at work on every side, and new inspirations were the need
of the time. M. ANESAKI.

I

THE degenerate Fujiwara were doomed long before they
finally fell, and the new age is one of a new feudalism and
a new vigour and initiative. It resembles in many things
the Age of Chivalry in Europe. The Bushi are the knights,
the Samurai their retainers, and Bushido is the code of
the times; and there is a certain austerity, almost mo-
nastic, in their devotion to duty, and a passionate loyalty,
almost religious, in their devotion to their daimyo or
feudal lord.

The figures of Yoritomo, Yoshitsune, and Toshiyori
are comparable to those of the knights of King Arthur, and
with them manhood returns to Japan. It is an age of bards
and of epic song, of heroic deeds and of religious expiation
of violence. As in the Sung era in China men now begin
to think for themselves, and activity is the role for which
quietism is a preparation, not a substitute, ( The monastic
spirit is in a word to fructify not to sterilize life; and the
Zen masters are inspirers to something more virile than
the dissipations of court life, or the repetition of hypnotic
hymns to Amida. Like the Sung Age this era is one of
transition from the ancient to the modern world, and its
new feudalism is a stage in the long evolution to that
centralized government which has made Japan strong. Its
new individualism, too, is a preparation for that free dis-
cipline of reasoned obedience which is the keynote of her
later development.

The military usurpation of the Taira (1159-85) came
to an end when the Minamoto under the brilliant soldiers
Yoshitsune and Yoritomo won the great sea-battle of